February Book Recommendations

By Kathy Connell

Young children learn best through direct, hands-on experiences. But they can also learn indirectly by
listening to books. Reading helps them both understand the world they know and opens up to them parts of
the world they do not. In other words, books about snow are valuable to children in both Hawaii and
Alaska.

I started off this month with the thought of suggesting books for Valentine’s Day, but realized that
my selection was not very exciting. [ had, however, taken out my crate of books for “Asian New Year” and
“Black History” month, and found them to be much more inspiring. Whether these cultures are part of your
family heritage or not, | hope that you will enjoy some of these titles. Please remember that | teach
primarily five year olds, so most of these suggestions will suit older preschoolers (some older 3’s, and 4's
and 5’s) best. | have indicated those also suited for younger preschoolers with an asterisk.

Black History Month:

Skin Again by Bell Hooks *

Yo! Yes? By Chris Raschka *

Let’s Talk About Race by Julius Lester

Be Boy Buzz by Bell Hooks *

Black Cowboy, Wild Horses by Julius Lester
John Henry by Julius Lester

Goin’ Someplace Special by Pat McKissack
Martin’s Big Words by Doreen Rappaport

When Marian Sang by Pam Munoz Ryan See the other side for books
Rosa by Nikki Giovanni .
Duke Ellington by Andrea David Pinkney related to Asian New Year

Talkin’ About Bessie by Nikki Grimes

A Picture Book of Harriet Tubman by David Adler

My Brother Martin by Christine King Farris

Ellington Was Not a Street by Ntozake Shange

Salt in his Shoes (A story of Michael Jordan) by Roslyn Jordan
The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson

Freedom Summer by Deborah Wiles

Beautiful Blackbird by Ashley Bryan *

Rap A Tap Tap by Leo and Diane Dillon *

Visiting Langston by Bryan Collier

Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People by Carole Boston
Weatherford

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold

Show Way by Jacqueline Woodson

Hello, Goodbye Window by Norton Juster

Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter
Henry’'s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine







