
 

Montecito’s Philosophy 
 

 At Montecito Preschool, we are 
concerned with the child as a whole 
being, uniquely gifted, worthy and 
needing respect and love. Positive self-
esteem, self-discipline and control, good 
social, listening, verbal and self-help skills 
are all part of the Montecito Preschool 
program. These are the most important 
building blocks of human development, 
and they play an important part in 
Kindergarten readiness. As an integral 
part of our daily classroom routines and 
activities, our curriculum focuses on the 
development of self-care, gross and fine 
motor skills, self-regulation, social-
emotional expression and development, 
and cognitive development. This 
curriculum is tailored to the age group of 
each class and to the stage of development 
each child is in, with a focus on preparing 
children for Kindergarten and for life. 
 
What Is Pre-K? 

 
 At Montecito 
we believe that a 
preschool child’s learning is primarily 
experiential; that is to say, he/she learns 
by interacting with people, animals, 
materials and solid objects in his/her 
environment and by seeking solutions to 
concrete problems. In Montecito’s Pre-
Kindergarten classes, we see the children 
as the individuals they are, each coming 
from different learning backgrounds and 
styles, each building on what they already 
know. 

 In our Pre-K classes, we help children by: 
·  Encouraging social & emotional growth 

through emphasis on open expression & 
dialogue between children & with teachers. 

·  Practicing conflict resolution by 
encouraging self-expression, accepting 
limits & developing self-help skills & tools. 

·  Providing opportunities for participation in 
groups in order to foster communication, 
cooperation & social maturity. 

·  Expanding their knowledge of & 
experiences with number & letter concepts. 

·  Promoting independence & self-mastery 
through opportunities to make individual 
choices & act on those choices. 

·  Providing opportunities, materials & 
hands-on activities for experiential learning. 

·  Expanding literary experiences to involve 
all the senses through art, science, cooking 
and role playing. 

Differences Between Pre-K and Fours 

 Montecito’s Pre-Kindergarten classes 
are Young Fives classes which are offered to 
children who have completed the four-year-old 
class and turn five by the end of February. These 
children need an extra year to refine skills that 
have already been put in place in the four-year-
old class so that they will be ready for 
Kindergarten the following year. In no way is 
this class meant to be a replacement for the 
fours class; instead, it is an extension of the 
fours class. Many important skills are developed 
in the fours class, such as fine motor skills (like 
cutting with scissors), visual and auditory 
perception (matching & sorting activities), 
following directions in small group, lots of 
activities with solid objects, more in-depth 

 exposure to letters and numbers, a wide 
variety of language and literacy activities 
and continuing work on socialization 
skills. Participation in a four-year-old 
class will provide your child with all the 
necessary building blocks for entrance 
into Kindergarten. Ordinarily, children 
who follow the normal progression and 
attend the twos, threes and then fours 
class, will be ready for Kindergarten. 
However, there are exceptions to this, 
such as children who may have a late 
summer or fall birthday and therefore are 
younger than many of their peers entering 
Kindergarten. These children often 
benefit from the year spent in a Pre-K 
class where emerging learning skills can 
be supported and enhanced. Another 
point to consider is that it is not 
necessarily to your child's best advantage 
to be the youngest in the class. When a 
child is put in the position of being one of 
the oldest, he/she will often have a 
stronger sense of self. 
 

Montecito’s 5-Day Pre-K Class 
 
 At Montecito, our Pre-K classes 
have a maximum occupancy of 12 
children, with two Teachers. This allows 
for a maximum teacher: student ratio of 
1:6, which in turn gives your child much 
more individualized attention and care. 
Most public schools have a class size with 
up to 24 children with one teacher. 
Montecito's 5-day Pre-K curriculum is 
developed around each child’s individual 
needs. The smaller class size and daily 
classes allow for much more flexibility. 



 
 
 

 
 

What Will My Child Do  
In Pre-K? 

 In Montecito’s Pre-K classes, the 
possibilities are endless. Unlike the fours 
classes, our Pre-K classes are for older 
children who need that extra year of 
enrichment and individual attention 
before entering Kindergarten, where the 
large class size and ratio make one-on-one 
strengthening of important skills 
impossible. In Pre-K, we work more in-
depth on self-help skills, long-term 
projects and on collaborative projects 
between children and with their parents. 
In our 2006-07 Pre-K class, we worked on 
many enriching, complex projects, such as 
dioramas based on the book The Orange 
Splot, and a book called My Story that we 
worked on all year in which each child 
illustrated and narrated his/her own 
novel. The children were able to 
collaborate with parents to build tents 
from scratch during parent visiting day, as 
well as construct a seven-foot giraffe for 
the Campus Picnic. The children also 
participated in theme days such as face 
painting day, movie day, water day, 
pajama day, and many more activities that 
a younger or larger class could not. 

  
 
 

Some Quotes from Pre-K Parents 
 

Ø “You’ve made such a difference in my child’s life this 
year.” 

Ø “This is the best decision I could have made.” 
Ø “We really appreciate what you have done this 

year.” 
Ø “My child really enjoyed the Pre-K class!” 

 
 As you can see, Montecito's Pre-K 
program is very popular, and parents don't 
regret giving their child that extra year they 
may need. 
 

What Are The Qualifications Of 
Montecito’s Pre-K Teachers? 

 
 The profiles for Montecito's Pre-K 
teachers are available on our website at 
www.montecitopreschool.com. Our current 
Pre-K teachers include Kathy Connell, Evelyn 
Ohm and Tiffany Irving-Barron. Please take a 
look at our profiles on-line, or call us with any 
questions. You will be pleased with what you 
find! 
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Did you know that California is one of only six states that have a December birthday cut-off 
for Kindergarten entry?  The rest of the United States cuts off no later than September. 

The most important period of 
life is not the age of 

university studies, but the 
first one, the period from 

birth to age six. 
 

A large portion of your  
Pre-K deposit is refundable. 

Call for more information. 

www.montecitopreschool.com. Our current 
www.montecitoschool.com

