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Montecito School Celebrates
25 vears in Los Altos

Montecito School 15 25 years old this
month. Nestled under sp raw ling
Califoma Oaks m Los Altos,
Monteeito has served as a preschool
smee 1962

Founded by Jim and Molly Matthews,
the schoal fills an acre surmunded
by mature Oaks, Cedar, Pine, Loguat
and Cypress. “T realize how oldwe
are when Thear a parent of one of our
preschoolers recallmg when the
pament was a preschooler here,” Molly
Matthew s sand.

“In those days Tim played the guitar,
anr] [1.1. as pregnant a good deal m"l.hn_

" Matth sas azur] that the schenal

was c:ﬂ.u.'n confused m those day s with
its neighbor, ManteBello Nursery,
“And today,” she said, “we' ne some-
tmes confusedw ith Montesson or
Monteeilo Sequoin”

Mont ceito actually began as

“Matthews M Lmnc:-ci Jim
Matthew s had qmlln.r] an ad for the
Bedoy Tuttle Nurnsery School site, in
the Wall Street Iommal, mmdhe and
Molly decided to buy it

“Wevywere an ]I'JLEL]]H-[]IL enenzelic
and strugg ling yvoung couple and we
beth loved children” Matthews said
"But we had a lot to leam.”

"We started with a nuelens of about
12 chiildren," Matthew s said

From the begmnmg the Matthews
searched foran old estate, where
Ihn_':i:r]'J:rLadch] could grow and
prosper. “Ford Fiunln Dy School
served as onr model,” she said,

They foundwhat they were locking
for m the i wy-laced hame of the
Eu‘uu.a:ﬁumh cn Crant Road

[lhn_:.zum_imrhmm_ and ou rbusi-
ness and eventually evolved into
our logo,” Matthews said “We
moved all the schools supplies and
equipment over the long New Year's
weckend, and -:J]'n.nLd our doors the

following wokday m January of 1962,

Iim and Mn]h lived in the back
RS hn.r]mimn. and used the rest of
the house for their schoal.

“The Tewn Crer s Bulletin Board
section became cnr bible for
advedising, hirng staff, and locat ng
the mynad fumishings and
supplies for classroom matenals as

The Matthews chese carth temes for
their school, mtherthan the primary
colons so often used m private pre-
schools, They chose carth tones to
help mamtam the natural beauty of the
site, Matthew s saad. A local welder
made the wrought iron and wood chairs
and playground equipment.

“And I remember sanding and

Varathanng hundreds ofbuildng blodks,”™

Matthew s sand with a langh. “Weuse
those blocks to this day.”™

She sand the settng of Montecito
allowedher to mdulge her love for
bamyard anmals and explonng
matun: with children.

“A newghbor lady famer provided us
with chickens, pigeons, doves, bunnies
and ducks ™ she said. “For the classroom
we had rles, fish rats, guinea pigs,
reptiles, birds, and once a tarantula ™
Ower the vears Montecit o has been home
Ly apa:rc:ﬂuﬂ.mu b v oung
pus, alamb and exotic pu.auxia
As the student body grew , so did the
number of teachers al Matecito,

Betty Williams was hired in 1963,

With 21 vears of experience teaching

m private school, Williams helped
design akmdergarten program, and as
time passed she became the first full-
time director ab Montecito. Her lhnshand
was also hired, and the tw o of them
devate dmore than a decade of ther
Irves tothe schoal

In 1967 a second buildmg was added
to the school. “Tlove to tell people how
we bought the buildng for $100 and had
it mow ed down Cirant Foad from what s
now the Foothill Baptist Church site,”
Mlatthew s sand.

“The move cost £1,000. That was
an excitmg day. The buildngs look so
similar it s difficult toknow which
came first.” The second builldng gave
Monteeito its first legitmate office
gpace. Mmtecito follow ed the public
school academie calendar from
September through June, and offered
a summer program throngh August.
Tradstion s such as October s Hallowween
pamde, the Thanksgving sharing, the
Holiday sing m December began to
develop, Summer school has always
been camplike, according to Matthew s
“For years, Jim, cur three children and
['weomld gather fora campfire
dinner over cur handmade giant
stone barbeoue pits,” she sand. “Jim
would play his guitar, leading the
children in somg, and I would read a
good-night story,” she said.

“We gave the childmen a camp break fast
the next mommg, of pancakes

fried on the gnll,” she contnued.

“The children would all go home by
midmoming and the parents were
abways surpnsed that their little
preschoolers conld spend the night
away from home.

Tﬂdm summer school 15 a good
deal more stmuctured,”™ she added.
By the carly “70's Montecito’s staff had

gmwn to 20, Jm was apracticing

attomey in San Jose and Molly was
pursuing @ raduat ¢ work. Stan ford and
S Jose State U ersalies w ene
sendmg their carly dhildhood education
students to obsenve al Montecito, as a
“laboratory™ school.

In the mid-T's the preschool
expenenced hard times. Mamtammg
e mllment was difficnlt smee famalies
with tw o full-time workers needed full
day cane, and some corporat ¢ day canc
was developmg However, the staff con-
tinued togrow with JoAnn Cook,
Camli Johnson and others. By the
late “70's Montectohad a sensory
mieg ration therapst, a speech and
lnguage pathologist, and a licensed
clinical social w adcer on staff

In 1980 Vigmia Quackenbush was
hired as program curnonlum direet or,
“In 1984w e added a final elassmom ™
Molly Matthews saud, “and like 15
vears befone, abuilding came down
Cirant Boad The BEambow Boom s a
modular unit with wood siding and
pitched shake roof. It servesas a
classrocm and hemses our finst
classroom Apple He computer for our
d4-and S-yearolds,” she said.

Today Montecito serves nearly 300
famalies, offermg 17 classes for
children who are not vet m kinder-
gaten. Km Khdt and Paul Shay
are the two male teachers on the staff,
After 25 y cars working with the
“Itle ones™ of Los Ales, what does
Mol Matthews feel?

“Cratitude,” she said with a anile.

“l am grat eful tobe able to work
with the naturally open, lovmg and
spontancous young child”™

The fact that many of the children
she has work ed with, are new gmown,
andbring their own children to

Mont ceito 15 evidence that herpre-
school has made a signaficant
difft enece in our community,
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